
 
PLEASE JOIN US 

 
1821- 2021: Raise the Flag! 

200th Anniversary Committee 
Tuesday, December 10      

    10 AM 
UWF Historic Trust Bowden Building Classroom (120 Church Street) 

 
WHAT:  An informational meeting for organizations interested in participating in the commemoration of 
the upcoming 200th Anniversary of the raising of the American flag in Pensacola.  

On July 17, 1821, General Andrew Jackson oversaw the exchange of flags in Pensacola as Florida formally 
passed from Spanish to American possession.  At the request of Pensacola Mayor Grover Robinson and 
the Escambia County Board of County Commissioners, an advisory committee is exploring ways in which 
our community can commemorate this important event in our local, state, and national history. While a 
major event will take place on Saturday, July 17, 2021, this is only one of the multiple events or projects 
that we anticipate will comprise this celebration. A number of events and programs can commemorate 
individuals or groups of people and their roles in the Americanization of Pensacola and Florida. Music, 
literature, art, technology, science, government, history, archaeology, architecture, and more all 
contribute to ways in which our multi-cultural community evolved from a Spanish frontier town into an 
American city.  Pensacola has one of the richest cultural heritages of any city in the United States, and we 
have a multi-layered story to tell. Our history and archaeology bring that heritage to life while our vibrant 
contemporary arts and cultural community celebrate the diversity and creativity that makes Pensacola 
shine. We have a lot to work with!  

WHY: The purpose of bringing our history, archaeology, arts, and cultural communities together for this 
meeting is to encourage organizations to incorporate an existing event or new event or project 
complementing the 1821-2021 commemoration into their programing for 4th quarter 2020 or in 2021.  

HOW: Organizations can work together or independently to organize and implement an event using staff 
and volunteers within the organization. These events can be as broad or as focused as your organization 
wishes and certainly can fall within the parameters of how you would normally plan your programing.  

Visit Pensacola will organize and manage a master calendar of events. Everyone will manage their event 
within their own organization as they normally would. We will be discussing advertising and possible 
funding opportunities at the initial meeting. This exciting commemoration is an excellent opportunity to 
reach a broad audience, not only in Pensacola but also across the state, region, and nation.  

PLEASE RSVP to Amy Eve (UWF Historic Trust) at aeve@uwf.edu 

On behalf of the 200th Anniversary Committee 

Dr. Judy Bense, Chair 

mailto:aeve@uwf.edu

