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Next Exit History!

Members of the Panhandle
Historic Preservation Alliance
(PHPA) may be able to partic-
ipate in an exciting project
developed by the Department
of History at the University of
West Florida.

According to its website,
uwf.edu/nextexit, Next Exit
History “gathers site-specific,
scholarly content on historic
communities and reproduces
it in engaging electronic me-
dia that incorporates rich
metadata, including GPS in-
formation . . .. The immediate
goal of this project is to pro-
mote Florida history by creat-
ing audio and audio-visual
historical podcasts of 50 Flor-
ida Simply put,
through the use of smart-
phone technology, the project
will bring visitors literally to
your door.

towns.”

Next Exit History is currently
focusing on historic places along
the 1-10, I-75, 1-95, and 1-4 corri-
dors. It is hoped that the podcasts
will eventually be available for
historic locations that are not
close to interstates, but that will
depend, of course, on future
funding.

The podcasts are deliberately
short, most likely to cater to to-
day’s shortened attention spans.
City histories are about five
minutes long, and the histories of
individual historic sites last about
two minutes.

Videos of some sample pod-
casts for the Panhandle are avail-
able now on the website, includ-
ing the cities of Pensacola, Mil-
ton/Bagdad, and Tallahassee.

If you want to participate in
this project in the future, let your
state representatives know of
your interest and support!

Thanks to the Jay Historical Society Museum
for hosting our April meeting!

Still Cooking!

Cookbook Project Chairman
Don Sales reports that many
recipes and stories have been
collected, but more are need-
ed. Don requests that every
PHPA member museum and
organization submit recipes
for inclusion in the PHPA
cookbook.

Each recipe submission will
have a photograph of the mu-
seum or historic site and con-
tact information, so this cook-
book will deliver free publicity
for its participants. Send your
photo, recipe, and any story
associated with it to Don as

soon as possible.
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Send recipes, photos, and stories to:

Don Sales
Alger-Sullivan Historical Society
PO Box 1002
Century, FL 32535
(850) 256-0473

OR

Diane Merkel
PO Box 1752
Niceville, FL 32588
DDMerkel@cox.net
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June 2010 Member Events

July 2010 Member Events

Thursday, June 17, through Sunday, June 20 Saturday, July 3
Open 24 Hours a Day 10:30 AM Eastern
Traveling Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall Lecture on Underwater Archaeology
Fort Walton Beach Tallahassee
~————
» —
ﬁ‘[ ..-ff)' Sunday, July 4
' o 1:00-4:00 PM
VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL FUND
Caboose Tour
Saturday, June 19 DeFuniak Springs
8:00 ,AM Sunday, July 4
Blacksmith Class .
Blountst July 4t Festival
ountstown Orange Hill

Friday and Saturday, June 25 and 26

Frid d Saturday, July 9 and 10
Watermelon Festival riday and Saturday, July 9 an

Firecracker Rodeo

Washington County Wausau
Saturday, June 26 Sunday, July 11
10:00 AM Eastern 11:00 AN’I Eastern

Native American and Spanish Gardening Archaeology Lab Tour ~ Tallahassee

Tallahassee
Monday, July 19, 2:00 PM

Saturday, June 26 PHPA Quarterly Meeting

12:00 Noon Crestview City Council Chambers

' Free Lecture and Book Slgr'ung: N Saturday, June 26
“Toussaint Louverture and the American Civil War: 10:00 AM
The Promise and Peril of a Second Haitian Revolution Native American and Spanish Gardening
Fort Walton Beach
Tallahassee

Special Exhibits in June in Destin

The Destin History and Fishing Museum has two special exhibits during June:
e “Wedding Memories of Yesteryear”. Photographs of many of the couples who became Pioneers of Paradise are
displayed with biographical data.
e A display about the “Governor Stone” - Artifacts and historical data about the 133 year old schooner show the
working history of this type of vessel and shipping along the Northwest Gulf Coast.

Special Exhibit in June in Valparaiso

The Local Color Artists Group is proud to present “Patriotic Impressions,” a new fine art exhibit at the Heritage Museum
of Northwest Florida. This patriotic salute features colorful, original works of art in a variety of media created by ten local
artists including collage, porcelain, acrylic, watercolor, oils, and wood. All work is available for purchase with a portion of
the proceeds to benefit the Heritage Museum.

On Exhibit All Summer in Fort Walton Beach

Fort Walton Beach Heritage Park and Cultural Center and Friends of the Museums present an original exhibit, “Pirates:
The Last Scourge of the Gulf.” The exhibit is scheduled to be on display all summer inside the Indian Temple Mound Mu-
seum Lazarus Education Center.

The exhibit examines the real pirates who swept across the Gulf of Mexico in the early 19% century and wreaked havoc on
American shipping along the Gulf coast from Texas to Florida. “Pirates: The Last Scourge of the Gulf” is an educational and
interactive exhibit that allows visitors to test their pirate knot tying skills, try on clothing real pirates from the period would
have worn, raise a pirate flag on a crow’s nest, and feel what it was like to stand on a deck and steer the ship. Visitors will
also see artifacts pirates used and plundered from merchant ships during the era.
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PHPA Member News

Staff members of the Florida Public Archaeology Network’s North-
west Region are excited to announce the marriage of their Outreach
Coordinator, Irina Franklin. Irina and husband Scott Sorset were mar-
ried Saturday, May 22, aboard Carnival Cruise's Elation in Mobile,
Alabama. Scott also is an archaeologist, specializing in nautical ar-
chaeology, and he often accompanies Irina to FPAN events and lends
a hand with outreach and other programs.

Congratulations, Irina and Scott!

[Photo and details stolen from FPAN’s current newsletter:
www.flpublicarchaeology.org/newsletter/northwest/archives/FPAN NW_2010.pdf]

Veterans Memorial Railroad
by Tom Keenan

Veterans Memorial Railroad
Veterans Memorial Park
N.W. Theo Jacobs Road

Bristol, FL 32321

850-643-5491 or 850-643-5235

veteransmemorialrailroad.org

This 1950s locomotive is being restored at our facility in Bristol, Florida. It has some history in 2' gauge railroads. It is one of
only ten built by the National Amusement Device Company of Dayton, Ohio. We don't know of any others still in exist-
ence. This is engine number 59 which, along with its sister #58, ran for many years at the Old Tucson movie studios in Ari-
zona. The tender had "Union Pacific Railroad" on the top banner and "The General Crook" on the lower banner when we
received it. It was in a lot of other "oaters" over its years there. I rescued it in derelict condition from a snow bank in Chicago
two years ago. The engine is a dummy and the power plant is located in the tender. We are just winding up installation of a
diesel /hydraulic drive system and hope to have it in revenue service in the fall to add to our power roster which now con-
sists of a diesel outline locomotive with four cars and our pride and joy, a 1972 coal fired live steam Crown locomotive
which ran for 20 years at Lion Country Safari in Palm Beach County.

We are still working on a small combination county history, arts, and railroad museum here in Bristol. We have a beautiful
new building with about 2,000 square feet dedicated to inside displays plus some large items which will be on display on the
grounds around our depot/museum.

“Panhandle Preservation Press” is published quarterly
by the Panhandle Historic Preservation Alliance.
Distribution is encouraged! For more information or to submit an article,
email its editor, Diane Merkel, at DDMerkel@cox.net or call 850-897-4505.
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Oro Baker Blodk Museum Holding on to America's History and Heritage

PO Box 186 Man's Endeavor to Conquer the Sea:
Baker, FL 32531

the SeaLab Program
Carol Visalpatara, Secretary
visalcarol@msn.com Contributed by Michael Zinszer, President
Diane Merkel, Webmaster and Editor Institute of Diving Foundation
DDMerkel@cox.net Man in the Sea Museum
www.PanhandleHistoricAlliance.org 17314 Panama City Beach Parkway

Panama City Beach, FL 32413
850-235-4101
www.maninthesea.org

On July 20, 1964, SeaLab I (commanded by CAPT George F. Bond) lowered to a depth of 195 ft off the coast of Bermuda after
its initial test in Panama City. SeaLab I would build on the foundations laid during the earlier Genesis saturation-diving pro-
ject. The habitat would be constructed from two converted floats and held in place with axles from railroad cars. The exper-
iment involved four divers - LCDR Robert Thompson, MC; GM1(DV) Lester Anderson, QMC(DV) Robert A. Barth, and
HMC(DV) Sanders Manning. SeaLab I was a bottom habitat, saturation diving experiment whose purpose was to evaluate
human ability to work under the water at moderate depths for prolonged periods. Although the operation had to be can-
celled ten days early due to an approaching storm, it was a total success. It conclusively demonstrated the feasibility of open-
sea saturation diving and set the stage for SeaLab II.

This program ultimately even had a huge impact on the global economy. The SEALAB program provided the commercial
diving industry with its most important tool in the exploitation of offshore oil and gas reservoirs: the ability to dive deep and
stay there for extended periods of time. In the process, the Navy medical community extracted a wealth of physiological
data from their human subjects. In the words of one of her aquanauts, Bob Barth:

"About Sealab One, the purpose of having that habitat built was to complete the feasibility study of putting man in the sea;
no sat systems were available in the early 60's so we decided that the Cousteau concept of habitats was the best way to get
someone on the bottom and leave them there. Four Navy folks occupied Sealab One for 11 days. I can tell you that those 11
days in that habitat were probably the best diving days I ever made; think about it, you travel down to 200 feet and not have
to worry about bottom time, what you find sitting there is this monster house (not something that we see very often). Bright
lights, fresh water, warm showers, bunks, and plenty to eat, and nobody with a damn stop watch. She doesn't look like
much now sitting out at the museum but in 1964 she was a palace. TBT 17000 +/- minutes, on the bottom."

SeaLab I is currently on display at the Man in the Sea Museum in Panama City, Florida.
Note: For more about the SEALAB missions read, "Papa Topside: The Sealab Chronicles of Capt. Bawig&)EN" by George

Bond and "Sea Dwellers: The Humor, Drama, and Tragedy of the U.S. Navy Sealab Programs" by BoBeBaatho Mercury Astr
naut Scott Carpentes websig, http://scottcarpenter.com/sealab.htm

(D



mailto:visalcarol@msn.com?subject=PHPA
mailto:DDMerkel@cox.net?subject=PHPA
http://www.panhandlehistoricalliance.org/
http://www.maninthesea.org/
http://scottcarpenter.com/sealab.htm

