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PHPA Expands Membership

Panhandle Historic Preserva-
tion Alliance (PHPA) held its
annual meeting on Monday,
October 12, at the Northwest
Florida Regional Center of the
Florida Public Archaeology
Network (FPAN) in Pensaco-
la. Larry Bulger of the North
Okaloosa Historical Associa-
tion was elected to a second
term as President of PHPA
and Don Sales of the Alger-
Sullivan Historical Society
was elected as Vice President-
West, replacing Mary Fur-
long who is currently attend-
ing the University of Mary-
land in pursuit of a doctorate
degree. The election for Vice
President-East and Secretary
will be held next October
pursuant to our bylaws.
Those positions are currently
held by Willard Smith of the

Get Cooking!

At the October annual meet-
ing, Don Sales suggested we
produce a PHPA cookbook
as a fundraiser. The response
to this suggestion was also
enthusiastic, so a committee
was formed.

Panhandle Pioneer Settle-
ment and Carol Visalpatara
of Friends of the Governor
Stone, respectively.

Larry Bulger suggested
PHPA expand its member-
ship to include reenactors
and those offering demon-
strations of their heritage
crafts. This new membership
group will greatly enhance
the reach of PHPA while
providing a much-needed
vehicle for them to network
with PHPA member organi-
zations. The suggestion was
enthusiastically accepted by
the members. The PHPA
website will be expanded to
include a section for the new
membership group, and we
will actively recruit new
members at our events.
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Next Meeting

Monday, January 25
2:00 CST
Washington County
Historical & Preserva-
tion Society, Chipley.

Don Sales, Dr. Brian Rucker,
and Diane Merkel agreed to
serve on the committee to es-
tablish guidelines for submis-
sions and publication. Adver-
tisements may be sold in order
to offset the cost of publishing.

More information soon!

G

Panhandle Historic
Preservation Alliance

November/December 2009
Volume 2, Issue 3

Inside this issue:

Upcoming 2
Member Events

PHPA Member 3
News

PHPA 3
Communications

PHPA Event News 3

Panhandle Lore 4

Panhandle 4
Lighthouses
AiGhost Hunt e

Pensacola Lighthouse

The popular SyFy Chan-
01 OwUi 6POwW 2
1 UUO? w PPOOW
Pensacola Lighthouse on
Wednesday, November
18, at 9:00 PM Eastern,
8:00 PM Central.




See the Calendar of Events
on the PHPA website for
more information about all
of these events:

PanhandleHistoricAlliance.org

All times are Central
Standard Time except
those in Tallahassee.

Items for the PHPA
Calendar of Events should
be emailed to Diane Merkel:

WaltonCountyHeritage@cox.net

November 2009 Member Events

Wednesday, November 4
1:00 PM

Florida and NASA

~ Niceville

Friday, November 6

1:00 PM

Cultural Program on Power
of Creativity ~ Niceville

Saturday, November 7
9:00 AM ¢ 5:00 PM
Heritage Day ~ Baker

Saturday, November 7
10:30 ¢ 11:30 EST
Lecture: Planting a Rain
Garden ~ Tallahassee

Saturday, November 7
11:00 AM ¢ 4:00 PM
Pioneer Day ~ Niceville
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Saturday, November 14
10:00 AM ¢ 4:00 PM
Fall Festival & Archaeology
Lab ~ Pensacola

Sunday, November 15
3:00 ¢ 5:00 PM

Wine Tasting Benefit

~ Niceville
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Saturday, November 21
7:30 AM ¢ 1:00 PM
Antique Tool Show & Sale

~ Blountstown

December 2009 Member Events

Saturday, December 5
9:00 AM ¢ 4:00 PM
Museum Open House
~ DeFuniak Springs

Saturday, December 5
9:00 AM ¢ 4:00 PM
Festival of Trees

~ DeFuniak Springs

Saturday, December 5
10:30 ¢+ 11:30 EST

Lecture: Underground Rail-
road Network to Freedom
Project ~ Tallahassee

January 2010 Member

Monday + Wednesday
January 4,5, and 6

Winter Camps for ages 8-10.
Hispanic Traditions, New
World Apprentice, 3 Kings
Processional ~ Tallahassee

Saturday, December 5
5:00 ¢ 8:00 PM
Christmas Celebration
~ Blountstown

Sunday, December 13
2:00 PM EST

Annual Commemorative
Mass ~ Tallahassee

Saturday, December 19
11:00 AM ¢ 1:00 PM

Grand Opening and Ribbon
Cutting for Keith Cabin

~ Pittman

Events

Saturday, January 23

9:00 AM ¢ 5:00 PM
Sunday, January 24

9:00 AM ¢ 12:00 PM

17th Annual School of the
Soldier ~ Point Washington
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Friday, November 27

10:00 AM ¢ 4:00 PM EST
Saturday, November 28
10:00 AM ¢ 4:00 PM EST
Giving Thanks: Exploring
17th-century Food Traditions
~ Tallahassee

Saturday, November 28
10:00 AM ¢ 4:00 PM
Sugar Cane Syrup Making
Day ~ Blountstown
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Saturday, November 28
10:00 AM EST
Garden Tour at Mission San
Luis ~ Tallahassee

Saturday, December 19
1:00 ¢ 5:00 PM

Old Tyme Christmas Gala
~ Pittman

Saturday, December 19
5:00 ¢ 8:00 PM

Annual Candlelight Christ-
mas Tour of Wesley House
~ Point Washington

Saturday, December 26
10:00 AM EST

Garden Tour of Mission San
Luis ~ Tallahassee

Thursday - Sunday

January 28 - 31

15th Annual Florida Chau-
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~ DeFuniak Springs



PHPA Member News

Irina Franklin has been
named the Outreach Coordi-
nator for the Northwest Flor-
ida Regional Center of the
Florida Public Archaeology
Network (FPAN). Irina is a
second year graduate student
in the Historical Archaeology
program at the University of
West Florida and received
the Florida Public Archaeo-
logy Network Student Fel-
lowship in 2007. She is a na-
tive of Pensacola and loves
working in her hometown.

PHPA Communications

Each year PHPA has introduced new tools in

Irina Franklin at
Falling Waters State Park

order to improve communications among our letter,

members. Our first year brought our website,
www.PanhandleHistoricAlliance.org, that has
information about our history and objective, a
list of member organizations, the calendar of
events, all issues of the newsletter, our blog,

and our message boards.

PHPA Event News

Washington County Histori-
cal and Preservation Society
hosted PHPA members at its
?2+1 171 0OEUwDOwC
on Saturday, October 10, at
the Falling Waters State Park.
It was a great evening of mu-
sic and storytelling. Many
thanks to Dorothy Odom,
Society members, and the
staff at Falling Waters.

Stan Cartwright and Edna
Dixon of the Perdido Bay
Tribe of Creek Indians are
currently working on a child-
Ul 6z 0wUO0OUA wEks
reminiscent of a traditional
Creek NEDE @ OO w L
about a fox and how he in-
fluenced an entire village.
They are working with a
publisher and hope to have
the book published within a
few months. Profits from its
sales will support the work
of the tribe.

Last year, Mary Furlong started our news-
Panhandle Preservation Press. This
year, we have entered the world of social
networking by setting up Facebook and
Twitter accounts. Please be our fan on Face-
book and follow our tweets on Twitter. You
will find links to both on the home page of

our website.

Twice a year, PHPA selects
EQw? Of | Dirpskedby
one of its members. PHPA
members support that event
by setting up exhibits and
displays that will enhance its
theme. If you would like to
host a PHPA event or a fu-
ture  quarterly  meeting,
please contact our Secretary,
Carol Visalpatara.

Carol Visalpatara and some visitors view the
snake display at Falling Waters State Park.
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Distribution is encouraged! For more information or to submit an article, please email its editor, Diane Merkel,
at WaltonCountyHeritage@cox.net or call 850-897-4505.
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Panhandle Historic Preservation Alliance
c/o Baker Block Museum

PO Box 186

Baker, FL 32531

Carol Visalpatara, Secretary
visalcarol@msn.com

Diane Merkel, Webmaster and Editor
WaltonCountyHeritage@cx.net

www.PanhandleHistoricAlliance.org

Panhandle Lore

I recently read an article on a St. Augustine website (www historiccity.com)
that mentioned a humorous incident that reportedly occurred in DeFuniak
Springs. I filled out the comment form, requesting the source of the story, and
the author replied that his source was a former lawyer in DeFuniak Springs
who is now a judge in New York. The judge first told the author the story in
the early 1970s and confirmed it to him several months ago. I recognize the
judgez name and know she is well respected locally, so I will use the story
(without using her name)as ? OOEEOQWE OO OU? wbT 1 OwUEOC

‘3rd Order Bivalve Fresnel
Lens, Cape San Blas (Cultural
Resources Branch, EQlin AFB)

Panhandle Lighthouses
Cape St. George
Cape San Blas
Crooked River (Carrabelle)
Pensacola
St. Marks

Lost Lighthouses
Dog Island (1838-1873)
Fort Barrancas (1888-1930)
Pensacola Bar (1859-1900s)

I am sure we all have stories like that, ones that cannot be properly sourced
EUOwxUOYPET w? EOOOU? ol & uefd’hté widh sfore£s0 fhat
they might be preserved on our website.

~ Diane Merkel

Panhandle Lighthouses by Diane Merkel, Walton County Heritage Museum

An inquiry from the St. Augustine Lighthouse & Museum in August 2008 led me to per-
form some preliminary research about the lighthouses of the Panhandle. The Cape San Blas
lighthouse in Gulf County quickly grabbed my attention with its rich history, complete with a
murder mystery!

Library of Congress

The first lighthouse at Cape San Blas was built in 1847 and was blown over in a storm. A
second lighthouse had the same fate. The third was built in 1859 and was reportedly blown
up by the Confederates during the Civil War. Repairs must have been made fairly rapidly as
the stereotype above is dated June 27, 1866. That lighthouse was eventually surrounded by
encroaching water and toppled in 1880. The current structure was first lit on June 30, 1885.

The murder mystery concerns the March 1938 death of E. W. Marler, the 39 year old assis-
tant lighthouse keeper whose blood-soaked body was discovered in his workshop. Marler
had been stabbed 14 times in his chest and throat, and a wrist was almost cut in half. His
death was initially ruled a suicide (!) but officials questioned how Marler could have stabbed
himself so many times with so much force. The case remains unsolved.

Many thanks to Dr. Brian Rucker, who always seems to know something about every-
thing in the Panhandle, and Sandy Nelson O w$1T ODOw %! z Uw" UOUUUEC
whom provided a lot of information and clues for further research. I find the lure of the Pan-
handle lighthouses inescapable, and I hope to visit all of the sites, both past and present.
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