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On October 18th, people from 

all over Northwest Florida 

filled the small community of 

Blountstown to celebrate its 

annual Goat Day. In Sam 

Atkins Park, visitors enjoyed 

a day of Southern music, fried 

food, and great shopping. 

(My favorite items were the 

official Goat Day t-shirts 

featuring slogans such as 

“Have you Herd about Goat 

Day?” and “Goats Rock!”). 

But a short walk down the 

natural trail led visitors to a 

completely different Goat 

Day experience at the 

Panhandle Pioneer 

Settlement. 

PHPA participated in its 

second event as a group at 

the Panhandle Pioneer 

Settlement’s Goat Day. 

A new PHPA banner was on 

display and copies of the 

PHPA brochure were passed 

out to visitors to spread the 

word about PHPA and its 

member organizations. Three 

tables of information and 

displays (representing PHPA 

and 10 of its member 

organizations) were set out 

for visitors to learn about 

historic places, groups, and 

events in the Florida 

Panhandle. 

Visitors who came by the 

PHPA tents were excited to 

learn about other museums, 

parks, heritage events, and 

organizations in the 

Panhandle that they can visit 

or join. Hopefully, this will 

increase visitor-ship and 

membership for all PHPA 

members.    

 

“Have you HERD about Goat 
Day?”—PHPA Has 

Carol Visalpatara (Eden Gardens) 
talks to the public at Goat Day. 

In this issue: 

Upcoming PHPA 

Meetings: 

 January 12, 
2009, 2:00 pm 
at Baker Block 
Museum, 1307 
Georgia Ave., 
Baker. 

 April 20, 2009, 
2:00 pm at FWB 
Heritage Park, 
139 Miracle Strip 
Pkwy., Ft. 

Walton Beach. 

 July 13, 2009, 
2:00 pm Walton 
County Heritage 
Museum, 
DeFuniak 
Springs. 

October Meeting Update 

A lot was accomplished at 

October’s PHPA meeting. A 

mission statement and by-

laws were presented and 

approved. Special thanks to 

Carol Visalpatara (Eden 

Gardens) and Bill Lucas 

(Friends of the Museum) for 

working so hard to create 

the backbone of our young 

organization. 

PHPA events were 

discussed at the meeting. 

Members decided that 

PHPA will participate the 

Florida Public Archaeology 

Network’s Archaeology 

Month Kick-Off in 

February 2008. Other 

events throughout the 

Panhandle were suggested 

for later participation. Also, 

the meeting schedule 

through July 2009 was set. 

(See listing on right.) 
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 November 1 st 12:00 

pm Camp Walton 

Heritage Craft Day, 

Fort Walton Beach 

Heritage Park & 

Cultural Center, Fort 

Walton Beach 

 November 1 st 9:00 am, 

Heritage Day & Folk 

Festival, Baker Block 

Museum, Baker 

 November 2 nd 3:00 

pm, Wine Tasting to 
benefit the Heritage 

Museum of Northwest 

Florida, Tradewinds 

Restaurant, Niceville 

Upcoming PHPA Member Events 

 November 11 th 7:00 

pm, Pensacola 

Archaeological 

Society’s 450th 

Celebration Lecture 

Series, Florida Public 

Archaeology Network, 

Pensacola. 

 November 3 rd & 17th 

8:30 am, Mediations at 

the Mound Yoga 

Sessions, Fort Walton 

Beach Heritage Park & 

Cultural Center, Fort 

Walton Beach 

 December 6th 12:00 

pm, Christmas Open 

House, Fort Walton 

Beach Heritage Park & 

Cultural Center, Fort 

Walton Beach 

 December 9th  7:00 pm, 

Pensacola 

Archaeological 

Society’s 450th 

Celebration Lecture 

Series, Florida Public 

Archaeology Network, 

Pensacola. 

 December 20th 1:00 pm 

Food for Thought  De 

Luna Shipwreck 

Lecture Series, Fort 

Walton Beach Heritage 

Park & Cultural 

Center  

 

On February 28, 2009, PHPA 

will help kick off Florida 

Archaeology Month at the 

Florida Public Archaeology 

Network’s (FPAN) annual 

celebration.  PHPA will set 

up information booths about 

PHPA and its member 

organizations. These booths 

will include brochures, give-

aways, and small displays 

about PHPA and its member 

organizations. The purpose 

for participating in this event 

PHPA Gets Ready for Archaeology Month 

is to increase visitation to 

PHPA member organization 

events, meetings, and 

museums.  

The Archaeology Month Kick 

Off will feature the exhibit 

“A Road Trip through 

Florida Archaeology” in the 

FPAN Destination 

Archaeology! Resource Center, 

hands-on opportunities in 

the FPAN Archaeology Lab, 

and the Perdido Bay Tribe’s 

(PHPA member) Mobile 

Museum.  There will also be 

many activities for children 

including dig box 

excavations, atlatl spear 

throwing, and many 

archaeological crafts.  

PHPA members interested in 

participating or are unable to 

attend but still would like 

their organization 

represented should contact 

Mary Furlong at 

mfurlong@uwf.edu or 

(850)595-0050 x103. 

At the October PHPA 

meeting discussion of 

establishing a grant writing 

workshop continued. 

Members decided against 

some previously proposed 

options because of their high 

cost. Brian Rucker (Pensacola 

Junior College) volunteered 

to contact PJC’s grant writing 

Grant Writing Galore!  

experts about holding a 

workshop for a more 

reasonable cost. If you would 

be interested in attending a 

grant writing workshop, 

likely in the Pensacola area, 

please contact Diane Merkel 

at 

WaltonCountyHeritage@cox.

net.  

Online grant writing classes 

are also available through the 

University of West Florida. 

Information about these 

classes is located on the 

PHPA website message 

board 

http://phpa.proboards59.com

/index.cgi?board=grants. 

ɁMark your 

calendars for Florida 

Archaeology Month, 

March 2009!ɂ 
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The Indian Temple Mound Museum is one part 
of the Fort Walton Beach Heritage Park & 

Cultural Center. 
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One last look at PHPA at Goat Day; (left to right) Carol Visalpatara (Eden Gardens), 
Larry Bulger (Baker-Block), Mary Furlong, Irina Franklin, and Melissa Timo (FPAN). 

If you would like to unsubscribe to this newsletter please email mfurlong@uwf.edu. 
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Panhandle Historic 
Preservation Alliance 
c/o Baker Block Museum 
P.O. Box 186 
Baker, FL 32531 

www.panhandlehistoricalliance.org 

Preserving the Panhandle’s 
Past 

The Mission of PHPA is 
To bring together interested organizations and individuals actively engaged in the collection, 

preservation, and/or restoration of historic property and objects from Northwest Florida, and to 

preserve the history and culture of the region for future generations by collaborating on historic 

preservation, public education, research, publications, and advocacy.  

 

Don’t Forget to Visit the PHPA Website 
 
For the latest information about PHPA member organizations, events, and 

preservation issues please visit the PHPA website at 

www.panhandlehistoricalliance.org. There you can find discussion boards 

dealing with issues in historic preservation issues, an events calendar, contact 

information for all PHPA members, and important PHPA updates.  

mailto:mfurlong@uwf.edu
http://www.panhandlehistoricalliance.org/

