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The Panhandle Historic 

Preservation Alliance (PHPA) 

held its quarterly meeting on 

Monday, January 25, at the 

Washington County Histori-

cal & Preservation Society in 

Chipley. Don Sales of the 

Alger-Sullivan Historical So-

ciety, Vice President-West of 

PHPA, presided over the 

meeting.  

At the meeting, representa-

tives of three organizations 

joined PHPA: 

 Lois Cypher of the Holmes 

County Historic Society in 

Bonifay; 

 Dorothy Diamond of the 

Jay Historical Society Mu-

seum in Santa Rosa Coun-

ty; and  

 Heather Lopez of the 

Washington County Tour-

ist Development Council 

(TDC) in Chipley.  

The addition of the Wash-

ington County TDC brings a new 

category of member to PHPA. 

With the growth of Heritage 

Tourism throughout the country, 

it makes perfect sense to ask our 

county TDCs to become involved 

in PHPA.  

Scott Sweeney of Falling Wa-

ters State Park was our featured 

speaker at the meeting. He noted 

that the 116 State Parks empha-

size resource-based recreation 

and offer PHPA members unique 

opportunities for mutually bene-

ficial community activities. Visit 

the Florida State Parks website 

and see page 4 for more infor-

mation. 

 Kathy Foster of FosterFolly-

News, an online news service, 

attended the meeting and wrote 

an article about it. To read the 

article and view photographs of 

the meeting, visit her website. 

Welcome New Members! 

Inside this issue: 

Next Meeting 

(Tentative) 

Monday, April 19  
2:00 CST 

 

Sponsored by the 

 Jay Historical Society  

At the Jay Community 

Center (Hwy. 4) 

Get Cooking! 

Cookbook Project Chairman 

Don Sales requests that every 

museum and organization sub-

mit recipes for inclusion in the 

PHPA cookbook. He particular-

ly would like “old time recipes.” 

Please also submit your favorite 

photograph of your museum or 

local history destination for 

inclusion in the cookbook. 

If recipes are not readily available, 

you might consider asking an his-

toric restaurant in your area to 

contribute one of theirs.  

We will sell advertisements to 

offset the cost of publication but, 

first, we need to gather ideas so 

that the total concept of the book 

can be developed.  
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P a nh a n d l e  H is t o r i c   

P r es e r va t i o n  A l l i a n c e  

Working Together  
to Preserve Our  

Historic Treasures 

Thanks to Dorothy Odom and the Washington County 

Historical & Preservation Society for hosting our meeting! 

Send recipes, photos, and ideas to:  

Don Sales 

Alger-Sullivan Historical Society 

PO Box 1002 

Century, FL 32535 

OR 

Diane Merkel  

PO Box 1752 

Niceville, FL 32588 

 or email her. 

http://www.floridastateparks.org/
http://www.fosterfollynews.com/news/2010Jan26MeetingAtMuseum.php
mailto:DDMerkel@cox.net?subject=PHPA%20Cookbook


Saturday, February 6 

12:00 - 1:00 PM 

Lecture: “Confederate De-

fenses on the Apalachicola 

River, Florida: Neal’s Bluff 

Battery” ~ Fort Walton Beach 

 

Saturday, February 6 

6:30 PM 

Classical Desserts  

~ Blountstown 

 

Tuesday, February 9  

7:00 PM 

Lecture: “Two Second Span-

ish Period Households: St. 

Augustine and Pensacola  

~ Pensacola 

 

Friday – Sunday 

February 12 – 14 

8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Stone Age & Primitive Arts 

Festival ~ Sopchoppy       

February 2010 Member Events 

Saturday, February 13 

12:00 PM 

Lecture: “Pensacola’s Mari-

time Brick Industry from 

1750 to 1900” ~ Pensacola   
 

Saturday, February 13 

2:00 PM 

“Next Exit History” Presen-

tation ~ DeFuniak Springs 
 

Saturday, February 20 

9:30 AM 
Sacred Harps Sing  

~ Blountstown 

 

 
Saturday, February 20 

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
Camellia Festival at Eden  

~ Point Washington 

Saturday, March 6  

Annual Rummage Sale  

~ Blountstown 

 

Saturday, March 13  

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Walton County History Fair  

~ DeFuniak Springs 

 

March 2010 Member Events 

Saturday, March 20 

10:00AM – 2:00 PM 

* Florida Archaeology Month 

Celebration ~ Pensacola 

 

Saturday, March 20 

Heritage Day ~ Vernon 

 

Saturday, April 10 

Appraisal Fair ~ Bonifay 

Saturday, April 17 

Legends and Lore Festival  

~ Chipley 

April 2010 Member Events 

Saturday, April 24 

Saturday in the Park Festival 

~ Valparaiso 

 

Items for the PHPA  

Calendar of Events should 

be emailed to Diane Merkel: 
 

DDMerkel@cox.net 

2 

 
 

Saturday, February 20 

12:00 - 1:00 PM 

Lecture: “Materials of Con-

quest: Metal Artifact Analy-

sis of Three Early Spanish 

Expeditions”  

~ Fort Walton Beach 
 

Saturday and Sunday 

February 27 and 28 

10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Public Archaeology Dig  

~ Fort Walton Beach 
 

Saturday, February 27 

12:00 - 1:00 PM 

Lecture: “The B-Street 

Schooner: Uncovering Pen-

sacola’s 19th-Century Lumber 

Industry and Maritime 

Landscape”  

~ Fort Walton Beach 

See the Calendar of Events 

on the PHPA website for 

more information about all  

of these events: 
 
PanhandleHistoricAlliance.org 

 

All times are Central 

Standard Time except 

Sopchoppy. 

* March is Florida Archaeology Month! 

See the complete list of events for the  

Florida Public Archaeology Network (FPAN)!  

Free Publicity! 

The Walton County 

History Fair and the 

Florida Archaeology 

Month Celebration 

sponsors welcome the 

participation of PHPA 

members. Contact them 

to reserve a table. 

Free Publicity! 

The Legends and Lore 

Festival sponsor wel-

comes the participation 

of PHPA members. 

Contact Dorothy Odom 

(850-638-0358)  

to reserve a table. 

mailto:DDMerkel@cox.net?subject=PHPA%20Calendar
http://www.panhandlehistoricalliance.org/
http://www.panhandlehistoricalliance.org/
http://www.panhandlehistoricalliance.org/calendar/ArchaeologyMonth2010.pdf


 

Roy Flowers of the Panhandle 

Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown 

has long been an advocate for the 

history and art of making syrup 

from sugar cane. In 2005, the Flor-

ida Department of Agriculture 

and Consumer Services attempted 

to shut down traditional syrup-

makers because they did not meet 

food processing regulations. Roy 

and his fellow syrupmakers were 

able to obtain an exemption from 

those regulations, which proves 

our heritage can be preserved 

when we all work together. 

PHPA Member News 

 
 

The Southern Syrupmakers Association is offering a two-

disk DVD video of the syrup making process for $10. To 

order, contact Roy Flowers at 850-447-0298. 

PHPA Event News by Carol Visalpatara, PHPA Secretary 
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“Panhandle Preservation Press” is published quarterly  

by the Panhandle Historic Preservation Alliance.  

Distribution is encouraged! For more information or to submit an article,  

email its editor, Diane Merkel, at DDMerkel@cox.net or call 850-897-4505. 

On December 19, 2009, the Keith 

Cabin Foundation held the 

Grand Opening of the newly 

restored Keith Cabin. Built by 

William Thomas Keith in 1886 

and occupied by a member of the 

Keith family until 1986, it is the 

only such restored cabin in Flori-

da that remains on its original 

site. The site was well chosen, 

preventing the severe rains and 

flooding of the previous week 

from dampening festivities.  

 

Members of the Keith Clan gath-

ered on the porch for the ribbon 

cutting and James Keith, Presi-

dent of the Clan Keith USA 

spoke. Later, members of Chief 

Bobby Johns Bearheart’s Perdido 

Bay Tribe danced in honor of Mr. 

Keith’s Creek wife, Clyde. Visi-

tors enjoyed great food, music, 

laughter, dancing, and a brief 

trip back to a simpler time. Sadly 

Nanette Pupalaikis, energizer of 

the restoration, was unable to 

attend due to an airline strike in 

England, where she resides. 

http://southernsyrupmakers.com/


 Panhandle Historic Preservation Alliance 
c/o Baker Block Museum 
PO Box 186 
Baker, FL 32531 

Carol Visalpatara, Secretary 
visalcarol@msn.com 
 
Diane Merkel, Webmaster and Editor 
DDMerkel@cox.net 

www.PanhandleHistoricAlliance.org 

Panhandle State Parks by Diane Merkel, PHPA Newsletter Editor 

 

The State Parks in our region are often overlooked as resources for heritage 

interpretations. Of the thirty-five State Parks in the Northwest Region, nine are 

on the National Register of Historic Places and three have museums on their 

premises: 

 

 Constitution Convention Museum, Port St. Joe (Gulf County) 

 John Gorrie Museum, Apalachicola (Franklin County) 

 San Marcos de Apalache, St. Marks (Wakulla County) 

 

San Marcos de Apalache has the additional designation as a National Historic 

Landmark. 
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State Park Historic Sites  

 

(* = National Register of Historic Places) 

 

* Alfred B. Maclay Gardens, Tallahassee (Leon County) 

Camp Helen, Panama City Beach (Bay County) 

Constitution Convention Museum, Port St. Joe (Gulf County) 

* DeSoto Site, Tallahassee (Leon County) 

Eden Gardens, Point Washington (Walton County) 

* Edward Ball Wakulla Springs, Wakulla Springs (Wakulla County) 

Falling Waters, Chipley (Washington County) 

* Florida Caverns, Marianna (Jackson County) 

John Gorrie Museum, Apalachicola (Franklin County) 

* Lake Jackson Mounds, Tallahassee (Leon County) 

Letchworth-Love Mounds, Monticello (Jefferson County) 

* Natural Bridge Battlefield, Tallahassee (Leon County) 

* Orman House, Apalachicola (Franklin County) 

St. Andrews, Panama City (Bay County) 

* San Marcos de Apalache, St. Marks (Wakulla County) 

* Torreya, Bristol (Liberty County) 

Yellow River Marsh (Santa Rosa County) 

 

mailto:visalcarol@msn.com?subject=PHPA
mailto:DDMerkel@cox.net?subject=PHPA
http://www.panhandlehistoricalliance.org/

